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REVIEWS 
A P rogress £n J1.1 ountaineering . By J. H. B. Bell. Pp. 424 . 0 liver and Boyd . 

19$0 . zss. 

THIS is an unusual type of book. In part it deals with technical in
struction, in part it is a climl1ers' guide and in part it is an account of the 
author's climbs in Great Britain and the Alps. Mr. Bell sets out to 
show that by learning technique and gaining experience in all fypes of 
conditions on the Scottish hills a party can start in the Alps without 
professional assistance. l-Ie stresses the importance of making a start in 
the Alps among the smaller and less frequented mountains, so that the 
party can learn route finding by virtue of the relative absence of tracks. 

The technical instruction throughout is good. lVIost British moun
taineers ~rill agree with him in his dislike of ironmongery. He favours 
the nailed boot which should ahvays be used by novices for all-round 
mountaineering. He advises the practice of continuous climbing on 
moderately difficult rocks rather than the concentration on the more 
severe type of climbs. His notes on snow and ice climbing are quite 
sound though some mention might have been made of the direct ascent 
and descent of ice slopes as oppo~ed to the zigzag method, \Vith a conse
quent increase of speed and safety. His glacier craft is orthodox, but he 
might have stressed more fully the dangers attending a party of two 
novices traversing an unknown glacier. Few will agree \vith him in his 
suggestion that the removal of the rope '~lhen traversing beneath a cor
nice is necessary. It is difficult to see \vhy it should be necessary. 

In his description of Scottish climbs the author shows his vast ex
perience and his book should prove a most useful guide to the climbs 
described . All the principal areas are covered and his descriptions, such 
as the attempt on the Tower ridge of Ben Nevis in winter and his 
successful first ascents of the Eagle ridge of Lochnagar and the Orion 
routes on Ben Nevis, make exciting reading. His experience of English 
and Welsh climbs is more limited, though he gives a graphic description 
of' C.B.' 

The concluding pages give some account of Mr. Bell's expeditions in 
the Alps. ,_fhe chapters describing Bel Alp and Arolla are good value 
for the beginner, but make rather dry reading. His concluding chap
ters on the Dent Blanche, the Guggi route on the Jungfrau and the 
Zmutt ridge of the Matterhorn will be read with delight by all . 

While some may consider that it would have been better to keep the 
technical details all together at the beginning and so avoid a small 
amount of repetition, the book as a \¥hole is well written and both 
expert mountaineers and novices will read it with profit and enjoyment. 
The photographic illustrations are pleasing and the line drawings 
excellent. There is a glossary, useful notes for further reading and a 
highly comprehensive index. It is undoubtedly a valuable contri-
bution to mountaineering literature. 

T. A. H. PEACOCKE. 
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The Story of Mountains. By Ferdinand C. Lane. Pp. xxiii, 488. Illustrations. 
Doubleday, New York. 1950. $6.50. 

THE author, who has written books about E,arth's Grandest Rivers, 
The 'Vorld's Great Lakes, and The Mysterious Sea, presents a bewil
dering amount of information about nearly every mountain in the world . 

He deals with Geology, Climate, Natural History, Mankind in rela
tion to Mountains, and Mountain climbing. 

Of necessity the treatment of so much material is superficial, but it 
is also sentimental and sometimes careless. There is an irritating 
emphasis on the 'Spectacular; lofty heights are scaled, Nanga Parbat is 
the Most Murderous of Mountains, l{angchenjunga the Most Massive, 
and Mallory is introduced as the lean headmaster of Charterhouse 
College, Cambridge. 

Among hints on what to do in emergency it is comforting to read that, 
when falling down rocks·, ' the fact that he is approaching a precipice 
':vith a sheer drop of three thousand feet should cause the veteran no 
undue concern.' When we have slipped on snow or ice, hovvever, we 
come down to the grimly practical. ' Here the ice axe is useless, as it 
will not hold in snow. Roll over on your back and kick your heels 
gently and intermittently into the snow.' 

This book is an expensive production and some of the photographs 
· are good and well reproduced, but it is not a book which anyone who 

knovvs anything at all about mountains will read either for information 
or for pleasure. , 

R. C. EVANS. 

The iVIountains, The Bush and The Sea. By John Pascoe, 96 Illustrations. 
Whitcombe and Totnbs Ltd. 1950. 22s. 6d. 

1.,HIS attractive book contains a collection of 97 photographs of New 
Zealand scenery, remarkable for their beauty and variety. Mr. Pascoe, 
as .he has already proved in his earlier work, Unclimbed New Zealand, is 
a mountaineer of great energy and catholic tastes. He is interested not 
only in the ice and rock of the great peaks and the gaunt fascination of 
the minor ranges, but also in every kind of human and animal activity, 
which goes on among them. He has selected his subjects skilfully, and 
the result will appeal to a wide public of nature lovers. The. author 
labels himself ' only a traveller, who reports with his camera,' but the 
hints which he gives on the methods by which he achieves his admirable 
results are certain to be of great value to other such travellers. 

H. E. L. PORTER. 

A History of Mountaineering in the Alps. By Claire Eliane Engel. George 
· Alien & Un~rin, London. 1950. Price 21s. 

MLLE EN GEL is as well known to readers of this JOURNAL for her wide 
kno\vledge of Alpine literature as for her diligent researches into Alpine 
history ; and both have been brought to service in this book which, 
written as it is in English by a French woman resident in Switzerland, 
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is an unusual tour de force. In good and readable language she has 
presented her subject in a manner which owes much of its attraction 
to her originality of thought and to the fearless expressions of her o\vn 
tastes and opinions. The result is a curiously fresh history of moun
taineering, or at least of the important part of that history which was 
made in the Alps ; and its freshness is due in large part to the way in 
which Mile Engel has used her knowledge of persons, of social con
ditions, and of educated thought in the seventeenth, eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries to describe how the ground was prepared. 
for the emergence of the sport. Not every reader will agree with aJl 
her quick ' thumb-nail ' sketches of the mountaineers whose achieve
ments made this history, but these enliven its course. 

The importance of the conquest of Mont Blanc in 1786 is rightly 
stressed, and the accou.nt given of the early history of the mountain is 
one of the best in the book. This is foJlowed by the story of the 
exploration of the Alpine valleys, with brief accounts of Placidus 
a Spescha, of the conquest of the Jungfrau by the Meyers of Aarau, of 
the conquests of the Gross Glockner and the Ortler, of the early 
attempts to climb Monte Rosa from the Italian valleys, and of other 
primitive expeditions. Next comes an interesting chapter devoted, in 
effect, to the second quarter of the nineteenth century and to the 
early 185o's. Here MJle Engel, without keeping pedantically to strict 
chronological order, describes the explorations and achievements of the 
pioneers of that period Hugi, Agassiz and Desor, J. D. Forbes, 
Joseph Imseng, Gottlieb Studer, Melchior Ulrich, Coaz, Alfred Wills 
and the Wetterhorn, the guideless party of Hudson and Kennedy, and 
Albert Smith with his Mont Blanc show (the importance of which is 
emphasised). Albert Smith is elevated to the rank of a ' mountain 
prophet,' a promotion which suggests some interesting paragraphs 
about Ruskin's attitude to the mountains and mountaineering. 

A chapter titled ' The Alpine Club ' covers the golden age of the 
sport, but is chiefly devoted to the history of the Matterhorn. This is 
followed by an account of the further development of the sport in the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century the siege and conquest of La 
Meije, the early conquests of the aiguilles by Mummery, Dent and 
others, the opening up of the Dolomites, the improvement of climbing 
technique, the building of climbers' huts, and the increasing popularity 
of guideless climbing; and here as elsewhere MlJe Engel has some
thing to say about the great guides of the period : An interesting 
chapter, ' 0 bey the Law,' begins \IVith an examination of the motives 
for climbing and of the individual attitudes to the sport of various 
climbers, at least as regards their written avowals ; and this leads to a 
survey of modern climbing and the achievements of the present century. 
But the most startling of these are postponed to the next chapter, ' The 
Last Alpine Problem,' in which the latest mechanical techniques are 
discussed, and the . stories are told of the conquests of the North faces 
of the Matterhorn, the Grandes Jorasses, and the Eiger, amongst 
others, with some severe comments. 

-

• 



REVIEWS 

This brings the history to the date of the outbreak of war in 1939, 
and ther~ follows a most interesting and valuable chapter on mountain 
exploits during the war. The story of the battles above the snowline, 
like that on the upper Geant glacier, and the narratives of escaping 
prisoners of war who crossed high passes into Switzerland in winter, 
will be new to most readers and are a remarkable feature of the book. 
In what should have been the concluding chapter there is a discussion 
of mountains and literature, a topic on which Mlle Engel can write 
as an admitted authority ; but this,. unfortunately, is followed by a 
' Conclusion,' which consists chiefly in a series of quotations, some of · 
which are trivial and seem to have no particular point. 

The book is enriched with much information which has not been 
published before or has been derived from forgotten or rarely quoted 
sources. Interesting extracts from the letters of the de Lues are given 
in early chapters, where we also learn (p. 61) the full name of Thomas 
Ford Hill, who accompanied Exchaquet at an attempt to cross the 
Col du Geant in 1786 and reached the col from Courmayeur in 1787 
in an attempt to discover a route to Mont Blanc from that side. There , 
is an intriguing reference to an early attempt to climb the Finsteraar
horn in 1804 (p. 81), and Shuttleworth's attempt to cross the A1lalinpass 
in 1835 is given a long description (pp. 86-7). A letter written by 
E. S. Kennedy to W. A. B. Coolidge (and probably seen by Mile 
Engel in the Library at Zurich) confirms a previous surmise that the 
member of the 1855 guideless party who reached Mont Blanc du Tacul 
alone, and for the first time, was Charles Hudson. Turning to more 
recent history, there is a long, frank, and intimate letter from Signor 
Chabod to Mile Engel about the North face of the Grandes Jorasses 
and his motives for attacking it (pp. 228- g) ; and most of the matter in 
the chapter on the mountains in wartime may be regarded as new. 
These are only a few of Mile Engel's new or unusual contributions to 
Alpine history, and all who are interested in that history are indebted 
to her for them ; but it has to b~ said that the almost invariable omission 
of references to the sources of the information reduces its value. 

A much more serious criticism of the book has, however, to be made, 
and with sincere regret. To us, who have inherited the tradition of 
the early British pioneers, the exploits of whom established climbing as 
a recognised sport, their achievements are a matter of common know
ledge, and we almost unconsciously notice an error of date or a 
mistake in the composition of a party. Further, we have a sort of 
traditional knowledge of the climbing reputations of the great pro
tagonists, amateurs and guides, in the early days of the sport. MIJe 
Engel is in· what would be our own position if we had to check the 
accuracy of an .account of the early French achievements which she 
herself describes ; and, as she has told the writer of this review, she 
was also handicapped by the fact that her own library was still unavail
able when · she was writing the book. In these circumstances, as she 
said, she relied on the help of the British friends who read the book in 
proof, amongst whom was included the author of a' Foreword.' That 

• 



• 

REVIEWS · 

does not relieve Mile Engel of responsibility for the innumerable 
' printers' errors ' however greatly we may sympathise with her and 
make allowance both for these and for many of the unusual and appar
ently unsupported opinions which she expresses. 

A few instances will serve to illustrate the latter : Mile EngeJ 's 
view that the seventeenth century had little taste for adventure (p. 21) 
is contradicted by the popularity of Hakluyt's Principal Navigations 
(1599-16oo) and Purchas' Purchas his Pilgrimes (1625), and by the 
Arctic voyages of Knight, Het~ry Hudson, Baffin, Foxe, Wood and 
many others. Mile d'Angeville is unfairly treated (pp. 67~8); she 
was devoted to the mountains and made over twenty ascents, the last 
of them in her old age. It is generally believed that the Meyers did 
reach the summit of the Jungfrau in I8II (p. 81). Alfred Wills was in 
fact attracted by the idea of ' growing more intimate with glaciers ' 
(p. Ioo) ; on the physical side, he set himself to cut up the Geant ice
fall when alone, and on the intellectual side he wrote and published 
privately a description of glacier phenomena (1858) which he included 
in the second edition of his Wanderings. He took part in the glacier 
controversy and was the author of an article in the National Review 
(1859), and it was he who translated Rendu's Theorie des glaciers de la 
Savoie for publication in 1874. The views expressed about the 
Taugwalders and the Matterhorn tragedy cannot be accepted . ' Old ' 
Peter Taugwalder was certainly not ., an unknown quantity ' (p. 133) 
but an experienced, enterprising, and well-known guide, and his 
presence in the party had nothing whatsoever to do with Hadow's 
slip or its fatal consequences. ' Young ' Peter Taugwalder was not 
' a nonentity ' (p. 139), but a good guide who took part in the first 
ascent of the Aiguille de Bionnassay and the first descent of the Dome 
route later in the year of the tragedy, and thereafter had a long and 
successful career as a guide. It is clear from the published evidence 
at the Matterhorn inquest that Whymper and ' Old ' Peter did not 
' lose their heads ' at it (p. 140), and Whymper's evidence was not 
' contradictory in certain places ' (p. 140 ). Most strange of all, Mlle 
Engel clearly hints that sh,e believes that' Old' Peter 'raugwalder may 
have cut the rope (pp. 140, 141) an incredible suggestion. Her 
statement that the Matterhorn accident ' had been by no means the 
first nor the worst of Alpine tragedies ' (p. 144) must be revised ; it 
had been preceded by remarkably few accidents above the snowline, 
and of these, the loss of Hamel's three guides on Mont Blanc in 1820 
and the loss of three Englishmen and a guide on the descent to Italy 
from the Col du Geant in 186o (which nearly complete the whole tale 
of high climbing accidents before that of the Matterhorn in I 86 5) did 
not surpass the Matterhorn tragedy in the number of victims. MJle 
Engel forgets the Dauphine guides where she writes that ' the only 
outstanding [French] figure outside the Mont Blanc valley is Pierre 
Blanc of Bonneval-sur-Arc' (p. 204). Javelle's book was not ' pom
pous,' and it is strange to learn that it ' did much harm ' (p. 259) for 
which statement proof should have been given. Rambert's memorial 
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(pp. 275-6) is ope of the notable glacier erratic blocks, which was 
thereby saved from the quarrymen, and that it cannot be seen from the 
railway is due to the fact that it was put where it is by nature before 
railways were invented. By the way, M11e Engel omits the monument 
to C. E. Mathews in the garden of Couttet's hotel at Chamonix from 
her list of Alpine memorials. 

Actual mistakes of fact and what we may ca11 ' printers' errors ' are 
numerous. Thus on one page alone there are the following mistakes 
(p. lOO) : , 

I.~ine 7 : The Fenetre de Saleinaz is a pass between the Trient, not 
'Tour,' and the Saleinaz glaciers. 

Line 7 (also): J. D. Forbes visited Norway in 1851, not' 1859.' 
Line I I : It was Colinton (not ' Co1erton ') banks for which J. D. 

Forbes yearned (see the Life and Letters, 1873, p. 340). 
Line 16 : Forbes' Travels through the Alps of Savoy was not published 

in' 1844.' The date of the first edition was 1843, and the second 
edition appeared in I 84 5. 

Line 32: Alfred Wills climbed the Wetterhorn in 1854, not' 1855.' 
Line 33 : Wills climbed it from Grindelwald, not' from Rosen1aui ' 

on the other side of the mountain. 
Line 38 : As mentioned above, Alfred Wills was in fact keenly 

interested in glaciers, both practically and theoretically. 

Some, but not all of the mistakes noticed in passing by the present 
reviewer may be mentioned here : Paccard's barometer was not lost, 
but only damaged, during the descent from Mont Blanc in 1786 (p. 53). 
There is little doubt that de Saussure, as Freshfield believed, may have 
been jealous of Paccard (p. 54). The summit of Mont Blanc was 
reached by de Saussure on August 3, 1787, not on August 2 (p. 56). 
Dr. van Rensse]aer (not ' Dr. Rennselaer ') did not ' collect peaks ' 
(p. 67); his only ascents apart from that of Mont Blanc were Etna 
and Vesuvius and why does Mile Engel fail to mention his com
panion, Professor William Howard ? These two were the first Ameri
cans to climb Mont Blanc. Hugi did not reach the summit of the 
Finsteraarhorn in 1829, but only the ' I-Iugisattel ' (p. 92). Alfred 
Wills did not buy his house in the valley of Sixt (p. 101), he built it. 
The party which made the first ascent of the Dufoursp1tze of Monte 
Rosa in 1855 did no~ contain a 'Hardy,' but it did contain Charles 
Hudson, whose name is omitted (p. 101). The guideJess party of 
Hudson and Kennedy did not make ' the first attempt to force a way 
up the south face [of Mont Blanc] from the Vallee Blanche' (p. 105). 
This refers to the attempt on the Col du Midi route by the North-East 
ridge, and it had been preceded a few days earlier by Ramsay's vir
tually successful attempt on the same route, which is not mentioned. 
There was no ' Kennedy 'in the party which made the first ascent of the 
Bosses arete to Mont Blanc in I859 (p. Io6). John Ball's career in 
Parliament (1852-1856) cannot be described as' long' (p. 106). The 
panorama of Mont Blanc shown in l.~ondon in 1835 was not painted by 
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H. ' Baker ' (presumably Henry Aston Barker) and exhibited by 
' Barford.' It was painted by Robert Burford himself, and was ex
hibited by him in the Panorama, Leicester Square not in the Egyptian 
Hall (p. Io8). Albert Smith did not use lantern slides in his Mont 
Blanc show (p. Io9), his pictures were dioramas that is, translucent 
paintings lighted from behind. It was Edward S. Kennedy and not 
Thomas S. Kennedy who climbed the Finsteraarhorn in I857 (p. II8), 
who was an original member of the Alpine Club, and was its first 
Vice-President (p. I20 ). Leslie Step hen did not make the first ascent 
of the Lyskamm (p. I24). Michel Croz did not leave Whymper in 
I865 for an engagement with Charles Hudson (p. I29). He left 
Whymper to join the younger Birkbeck, with whom he had climbed in 
the previous year ; Birkbeck fell ill and handed Croz on to Hudson. 
To write as Mile Engel does (p. I29), that 'Hudson agreed to lend 
Michel Croz to Whymper [for the Matterhorn] and join the party' is 
a statement which has no basis in fact and misrepresents the conditions 
of the climb there are good grounds for the belief that Charles Hudson 
must have been, and was, the true and accepted leader of the party. 
In spite of what Mile Engel says (p. I 3 I), the Matterhorn party was 
roped up for the descent under .the supervision of Michel Croz. There 
was no one named Mathews in the party when the younger Birkbeck 
fell from the Col de Miage in I86I (p. I33). Only Horace Walker, not 
' the Walkers,' took part in the first ascent of the Barre des Ecrins in 
1864 (p. I34). A. W. Moore did join the staff of the East India Com
pany in I858, but his professional career was really that of a Civil 
Servant in the India Office, where he served for a quarter of a century 
after the dissolution of the Company in I86o (p. I34)· There is fortu
nately no rule of the Alpine Club that its members must write ' books, 
or articles at least' (p. I37). It was the cornice of the Obergabelhorn, 
not the W ellenkuppe, which broke under Lord Francis Douglas in 
I865 (p. I4o). The ' discovery of the Arete des Bosses route' to 
Mont Blanc was not made by Hudson 'and Kennedy,' nor did the 
Illustrated London News make that mistake (p. I43)· Mummery did 
not make the first ascent of the ' Furggen "ridge of the Matterhorn ' 
(p. I52). The victim of the accident near the Col de Peteret in I882 
was F. M. Balfour (p. I58), and it was Seymour King who made the 
first ascent of that peak (in I885), not Giissfeldt in I893 (p. I6I ). The 
first ascent of what is called the ' Crestone Rey ' of Monte Rosa was 
made by G. E. Hulton in I874, and not by Guido Rey himself (p. I63)
it might be added that Santa Caterina never climbed the North arete of 
the Nordend, nor does Mile Engel claim that she did. On p. I69 
there is a confusion between the ' serac wall ' and_ the ice an~te of the 
old Brenva route ; which was climbed for the first time on the day 
after the ·Matterhorn disaster (p. I7o). Edy Stofer was not killed by 
an avalanche on the Brenva glacier, but on the north slope of the Col 
de la Fourche above the Geant glacier (p. I94). The name of V. J. E. 
Ryan is unaccountably omitted in a reference to the conquest of the 
South face of the Taschhorn (p. I96), nor does Ryan's name even appear 
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in the index in general, Mile Engel almost ignores the important ne·w 
attack on the more difficult rock routes of the Chamonix Aiguilles and 
elsewhere which Ryan initiated in the early years of this century. Her 
brief description of the two first ascents on the Brenva face of Mont 
Blanc in 1927 and 1928 gives a completely wrong picture of the climbs 
(p. 198). Andreas Fischer did not meet his death suddenly on the 
Aletschhorn in 1912, but died from exposure and shock during the 
descent some hours after the slip (p. 202). The Badminton Library 
volume on Mountaineering, edited by Clinton Dent, was first published 
in I8gz_, not in I88s (p. 205). The 'whole German team' did not 
perish on Nanga Parbat in I934 (p. 2I9)· The humour of the incident 
when Tartarin and Bompard both. cut the rope and landed in different 
countries owes much to the fact that it was staged on the rounded top 
of the Dome du Gouter, not on the Col de la Brenva as Mile Engel 
would have it (p. 262). The story that a young wife went mad with 
grief was not an ' original contribution ' of Paul Hervieu to his version 
of the ' Bean ' disaster on Mont Blanc in I 870 (p. 262) the present 
reviewer learns from Dr. Monroe Thorington that Bean's wife really 
did go mad after the catastrophe. 

Mile Enge] ends the book (which is illustrated with many beautiful 
and interesting plates) with an Alpine bibliography, in which, however, 
not all of the books mentioned in the text are included. This list is 
arranged in chronological order a valuable method which gives a 
survey of the works which at any given time may have influenced the 
thoughts and actions of mountaineers. Such a method owes its useful
ness to the accuracy with which the books or articles are placed in the 
order of their publication, but here again there are numerous mistakes, 
or apparent mistakes. In some cases Mlle Engel seems to have placed 
a narrative under the date of the climb which it describes, in others the 
date would seem to be that of a later edition than the first, but in yet 
other instances there would appear to be actual mistakes of date, some 
of them large, others only a year or two out. 

Instances may be given here : Scheuchzer's (not ' Scheuschzer ') 
Itinera Alpina Tria was ·first published in 1708, not 1723. A new 
edition was printed in I723 as the first volume of a book with a different 
title. Dornford's (not ' Durnford ') account of the ' Hamel ' disaster 
on Mont Blanc appeared in the New Monthly Magazine in I821, not 
1825. The Peasants of Chamouni (not' Chamonix') was first published 
in I 82 3, not I 826 · the date of a second edition. The first edition of 
John Auldjo's Ascent of· Mont Blanc was published in 1828, not I827. 
The Comte Henri de Tilly's similar book appeared in 1835, not I834· 
Leslie Stephen's article on the ascent of the Allalinhorn, and an article 
by Tyndall, were printed in the first volume of Galton's Vacation 
Tourists in 186I, and not in I858 as. is stated in both cases; the same 
volume, and not the second volume of the series, contained Hawkins' 
article on his attempts on the Matterhorn, the date of the appearance 
of which was therefore not I86o. A. F. Mum.mery's My .Climbs in the 
Alps and Caucasus was. first published in I895, not 188o the year of 
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his conquest of the Grands Charmoz. The volume of the Badminton 
Library on Mountaineering, edited by Clinton Dent, was first published 
in 1892, not 1885. W. A~ B. Coolidge'sAlj>ine Studies was published in 
1912, not 1891. C. E. l\1athew's Annals of Mont Blanc was published 
in 1898, not 1910. Mountain Craft, edited by Winthrop Young, was 
first published in 1920, not 1910. Coolidge's The Alps in Nature and 
History was published in 1908, not 1913. Guido Rey's Recits et Im
pressions d'_4lpinisme 'vas first published (in French) at Macon in 1913, 
not at Chambery in 1920. D. W. Freshfield's Lzfe of H. B. de Saussure 
was published in 1920, not 1924. . 

A deliberate search might reveal many more er.rors than have been 
mentioned here (where .misspellings of proper names and such-like 
have scarcely been noticed), but enough has been said to indicate that 
the value of the book is seriously affected by inaccuracies of many sorts. 
This is a matter for deep regret, because the book, by and large, is of 
great interest and should do much good to the sport. It is greatly to be 
hoped that a thorough revision will produce a second edition in which 
the mistakes mentioned above, and others, will have been corrected .1 

T. GRAHAM BROWN. 

Climbs in the Canadian Rockies. By Frank S. Smythe. Pp: ix, 260. Illus-
trations. Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd., London. 1950. zos. net. 

To read Frank Smythe's last mountaineering book, brought out after 
his death, kindles both regret and pleasure. Regret at the thought that 
so great a mountaineer, with so much achievement behind him and so 
much normally still before him, should have been snatched away from 
a life which he enjoyed so fully and might have hoped to enjoy for 
many years more. For if he had already attained the age at which 
Everest and its giant confreres were no longer within the range of his 
ambition there was in him still more than enough of the fitness and skill 
required for the finest efforts called for by all peaks within the Alpine 
scale. What is more, there was a wealth of experience in so many 
regions of the world and under all weather conditions and an accumu
lated instinct which made him an ideal explorer in new fields. · How 
one might have wished how he certainly must have wishe.d to have 
added to his admirable exploration of the Lloyd George mountain 
group those other ranges, Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin, of which he 
just caught a glimpse from the air, as well as of the scores of distr~cts 
full of delectable climbing and natural beauty still to be opened up in 
the British Columbian coastal Switzerland. .Hovv much, too, one might 
have wished for him successful ascents of the Canadian peaks, Robson, 
Alberta, Assiniboine, or Brussels, from which he was turned back with 
the philosophic reflection that ' if success were granted on every oc
casion, and conditions were always favourable, the mountaineer would 
be in danger of losing his respect and his love for the mountains.' ·Few 
have loved the mountains more, and in the Rockies Smythe found, 
comparatively late in life, a new and still almost illimitable field of 

1 We note that the French Edition of the book incorporates a number of 
corrections. Editor. 

VOL. LVIII. NO. CCLXXXIII. L 
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effective is Chapter XX describing an attempt on the Castle of Ben 
Nevis with a retreat from the dangerous snow-laden upper slabs of 
that Ridge which have always been a bug-bear to climbers since its 
probable first winter ascent at New Year I go8. The tale of the race 
down the icy crags directly in the path of imminent and impending 
avalanches, is dramatically told. 

1,he photographs are very illustrative,- as they should be. The 
most effective are the frontispiece showing the Devils Ridge of Sgor an 
I ubhair ; Buachaille Etive M or, an impressive view of ice-clad rocks 
(p. 11); a summit view from Bidean nam Bian (p. 34), and the snow
plastered rocky ridge Aonach Eagach (p. 44). 

The diagramatic sketches and maps by Robert Anderson are 
excellent in every way. 

H. MACROBERT. 

Tirich Mir Til Topps. By Members of the Norwegia~ Himalaya Expedition. 
Published by Glydendal Norsk Forlag. Oslo, 1950. 

RuBENSON and myself having assisted in the organisation of the Nor
wegian 1950-Hirnalaya Expedition, and being therefore in a way 'im
plicated,' we prefer to accept the invitation to review the book for the 
Alpine Journal by quoting a review, or rather an extract of same, which 
appeared in a local Norwegian paper a few weeks ago, by the well
known Arctic explorer, Mr. Helge Ingstad. Mr. Ingstad writes : 

'A handful of young Norwegian climbers, trained in our homely 
mountains, take to dreaming of the far off Himalayas, and what is more, 
they decide to prepare an expedition and go there not merely for the 
sake of climbing, but also for the purpose of carrying out scientific 
work. The Norwegian Geographical Society and Norsk Tindeklub 
accept the sponsorship of the enterprise. The most qualified men are 
selected and once the group is complete, it represents a truly surprising 
number of professions : a Professor of Philosophy, a tailor, a lawyer 
of the High Court of Justice, a manager of a milliner's shop and a 
physician, besides a botanist, a geologist and a photographer. 

' They start after careful preparations. ·Arid one good day a cable 
is received announcing that the Norwegian flag has been planted on 
the summit of the Tirich Mir (7,700 m.), one of the grand peaks of the 
Himalayas. 

' And now we have their book, written by the members of the expedi
tion themselves, some responsible for one, others for more chapters. 
By this the book suffers to some extent in wholeness, but is nevertheless 
quite cleverly welded together. It gives a motley and fascinating pic
ture of lots of things. A charming mixture of travelling adventures in 
queer lands of the South, of professional problems of various kinds and 
mainly, of course, of an exciting and dangerous mountain ascent. 
Throughout the book there runs a string of that friendly temper 
generally prevailing amongst Norwegians partaking in expeditions 
together. 

• 
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'Arne Naess, the leader of the expedition, gives an account of the 
reconnoitring of the mountain he undertook with Randers-Heen in 
1949. Almost an expedition in itself, reaching 6,ooo m. above sea 
level of great value, no doubt, to the main expedition the following 
year. Naess writes in a dry-witty style, pleasing to the reader. 

' Step by step we read of the journey from Norway via Egypt to the 
port of Karachi and further inland, right to the summit .of Tirich Mir, 
Per Wendelbo, Hans Chr. Bugge and Arne Naess being responsible for 
this part of the book. Their accounts might have been somewhat more 
wide-ranging and vivid, but offer nevertheless interesting reading. 
They give amusing glimpses of life on the plains, in the torrid zones and 
in the mountain regions, as well as of interviews with Princes an~ of 
many other events. The account of the ascent of the mountain itself 
is simple and modest, but enhanced by the weight of the author's 
self -experience. 

' I am not a climber myself, but \vith my experience of Arctic condi-
tions and mountains in general, I venture to characterise the achieve
ment of these young men as outstanding. First and last as a proof of 
great daring. 

' Toiling upwards with heavy loads under a burning sun or under a 
fearful frost, exposed alternately to sunstroke and frost-bite. Frequent 
troubles with the porters, one of whom turned insane. Earthquake. 
An air so short of oxygen that only a few steps could be taken at the 
time. Lungs and stomachs in disorder. Powder-snow, in places, up 
to their armholes. Those familiar with such conditions will know 
what all this means, particularly remembering the enormous crevasses 
met with, and the avalanches which would come thundering down the 
lofty mountainsides, frequently threatening to crush the party. A 
temptation to give in must surely frequently have made itself felt, but 
as often overcome by sheer will-power. 

' My few objec~ions are of minor importance. It might rather be 
said to be surprising that it has been possible to produce such a book 
in such a short time. The -illustrations are excellent and effective . . 
Some of the coloured ones are striking. In all, a fascinating and 
beautiful book.' 

EILERT SuNDT. 

The Antique Land. By Diana Shipton. Pp. 219. Hodder & Stoughton. 
Price 20s. 

MRs. SHIPTON's account of life and travel in Chinese Turkistan is of 
especial ·interest from three different points of view. Her term as 
chatelaine of the British Consulate-General at Kashgar marked the end 
of an era of two different eras in fact, that of British-Indian represen
tation in Sinkiang and that of Chinese Nationalist rule in the Republic's 
far-western province. Again, her book is the 'first to be written about 
the country by a British resident, as opposed to passing travellers, for 
nearly a quarter of a century. I.Jast, but not least from the point of 
view of this Club, the author gives her readers a vivid idea of wh3:_t it is -
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like to be the wife of a mighty climber disporting himself in that 
paradise of the pioneering mountaineer, the Roof. of the World. 

Mrs. Shipton was privileged indeed to accompany her husband to 
Kashgar (though they had to travel by the world's worst trade-route, 
that via Leh and the High Karakoram) in the autumn of 1946, and to 
stay there till April 1948. The effects of the Anglo-Russian ' honey
moon ' of 1941-45 had not yet worn off in this remote region ; the 
British Consul-General and his wife could travel anywhere they liked, 
even right up to the Soviet frontier, without undue obstruction, just as in 
the palmy days of World War I. and the years which followed it ; British 
prestige, thanks to the victory of the Allies (especially over Japan), 
was never higher. The regime of Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist 
government, so heavily indebted to the Western Allies, still func
tioned, though with ever-lessening momentum, and the local Chinese 
officials were as embarrassingly friendly and hospitable as at any period 
in the history of the Consulate-General. The writer is thus able to 
give us kindly, humorous descriptions, unembittered by political hos
tility and intrigue, of the daily round at the Consulate-General, of 
social life at Kashgar, and of much trekking, shooting, and climbing off 
the beaten track. With her husband's departure British representation 
at Kashgar. ceased to exist, and by the summer of 1951, with the taking 
over of Sinkiang by the Chinese Communists, the Iron Curtain fell
who knows whether for years or centuries ? between Mrs. Shipton's 
Antique Land and the free world. 

It is reassuring at any rate to note that in spite of ten years of 'sovieti
sation ' under Sheng Shih-ts'ai, in spite of currency inflation and 
political wire-pulling, in spite above all of the threat to Kashgaria's 
Arcadian isolation created by the construction of a tolerable motor-road 
to Urumchi, the wa:y of living and economic condition of the peasantry 
have not seriously deteriorated during the last quarter of a · century. 
Mrs. Shipton compares their standard of living very favourably with 
that of the Indian peasantry she saw prior to I 94 7. They are still 
healthy, well-clotped, contented in their own easy-going way. They 
still enjoy an enviable degree of personal liberty and freedom from 
official persecution, corrupt or otherwise. One gathers thankfully that 
industrialisation is, or at any rate was two years ago, as far off as ever. 
On the other hand motor transport, as Mrs. Shipton ruefully admits, 
has destroyed what remained of the romance of travel along the main 
roads of Central Asia. The eight-week journey to Urumchi is done 
nowadays in eight days ; but, says Mrs. Shipton ' The lorry seemed to 
cut us off from the exciting geography ; to make us simply a self
contained, rather noisy, bad-smelling little unit, hurrying along as fast 
as possible to finish each day's allotted schedule .... A long train of 
camels moving with dignified silent steps made me dissatisfied with our 

. ' no1se. 
On the personal plane Mrs. Shipton's book records the impressions, 

trials, joys, and fatigues of an enthusiastic mountaineer's wife in a 
country like Kashgaria. Scorning the role of' climber's widow,' Mrs . 

.. 
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Shipton followed her husband on many a breakneck quest, and she 
describes her experiences with humour and modesty. Most dramatic 
of these was the search for a gigantic natural arch high up among the 
fantastic pinnacles and bastions of the' Tushuk Tagh 'west of Kashgar. 
The story of the Shiptons' successive expeditions in quest of this 
elusive natural freak, which always disappeared when they got within a 
certain distance of it and reappeared again as they trekked disconso
lately homeward, makes fascinating reading. No less interesting are 
the author's descriptions of her husband's first reconnaissance of the 
Oitagh glaciers below the north face of Chakragil, and of his bold and 
nearly successful attempt with Mr. H. W. Tilman to climb Muztagh 
Ata. The latter should be read with Chapter XI of Tilman's Two 
Mountains and a River which describes how Mrs. Shipton accompanied 
the party up to their first camp at 17,ooo ft. '. Shipton,' says Tilman, 
' discarding chivalry in favour of the principle of economy of force, had 
allowed his wife to relieve him of a sleeping-bag and cork mattress. 
There was apparently more in marriage than I had yet realized .... ' 
Neither in the Oitagh Valley nor on the slopes of Muztagh ... t\.ta was 
Mrs. Shipton the first British lady in the field, but she was certainly 
the second and will probably be the last. Throughout the book her 
vivid but by no means overcoloured word-pictures of the strange lands 
through which she passed and her character-studies of the men and 
women of half a dozen different races with whom she had to deal, make 
her book a valuable, if light, contribution to Central Asian literature. 
Its usefulness· as a book of reference would have been enhanced by an 
index and either a bibliography,· or at any rate references in footnotes 
to the authorities consulted. 

C. P. SKRINE • 
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